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CHARLOTTE ROMNSOMN
walks into her favorite 11ri5|||_'||1r|1|1-:|-.|. cale,
The Smile, shaking her head. “Ugh, T just got a look at
myself in the mirms” she savs with unfounded disappointment
Her trademark tonsled waves are pulled back and, aside from faded
fraces of |J|1:~[i¢.l: and ='_-'|:|||:|-:'r fram AVENUFES cover shoot this partic ular
|11|1r|1ing._ Charlotte BEonson is rn'-.'in|_1|':.' fresh faced, with q:lrw}' olive skin
Its hard to believe that this modest, soft-spoken woman sipping lkemonade is the same
Charlotte Ronson endlessly photographed about town—downtown scenester, fashion designer
and member of the near-mythobogical Ronson family,
"Charlotte is one of the most humble of my children” says her mother, Ann Dexter-fones, adding
that humility is particularly notable in an extendad famiby with 10 children, “Sometimes Tdon't hear about
her accomplishments wotil T resad aboat them in the news.
Charbntte BEoneon, her twin sister Samantha and their older brother Mark are the London-born bat Hew
York-bred children of Ann Dexter-Tones and real estate tyooon Lavrence Ronson. After splitting with Laurence,
Ann married Mick Jones of Foreigner, bringing two step-siblings into the mix and giving the Bonsons two
half-siblimgs: Alexander and Annabelle Diexter-Tomes,
Lawrence Konson remarried as well and adaded two more to the beeod, for a grand total of 10
Hr:.'-nnd Charbntles success in the fadhion world, Samantha is a E||1|_1|.- rTnIIing I and —

Wark is & Grammy Award-winning music producer; plus their half- and

step-siblings have sprawling lists of accomplish- [
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creative clan has evobved this way thanks to a

unique upbringing by Ann Dexter- Jones—socialite, jewelry designer ansd

“hiostess with the most-ess, as Charloite 53VE, The kousehold was detimied h:.' bW opposing

claaracteristics. [t was bohemian, lavish and filled with 1'u.|u1'-u.~\.. eccenlnd CreallVe [Ypes constanthy q.-:'-|1|i||.!'_ aniad
E:nil]g, But the kids were alsn E:i'.'qn a strict |-'||-;=l|i-.|| |_|]l-hr:|15i|15, The result was children whio became ||11.;|;-=l||1._-..|;i1.'|,-. Free-
sparited adults bat still have the discipline and work ethic to stay out of trouble and build empiees based om their talents.
lelling stories abouat their mother's disciplinary approach is something Charbotte and her siblings love, though those

tales are o little like war stories. Some of the restrictions, tl'u:‘!.' S, fell imte thie realm of |1|Lr||1,:||x::.'_ Thers were ._-._'1rl:.'

curfesws enforced by a requirement that the kids sign in with the doorman, little spending money, mo sleepovers
and |ots of gnmn:i:n-&h_ "When ry mathier discoverad the word 'grnumjin;" in America, our life was over” SEYH
Charlotte, “She thought it was the best thing ever”

Then there was the not-so-normal. "When we moved to Mew York, weld have to watch after-school specials
about kidnappers and molesters; we were petrified and crving Iysterically” Charlotte savs, "My mother at
one point had us on leashes” Mack Rooson recalls the entire family being put on lockdown during the

LA, rints “hecause she thought they were gning o spread to New York in the course of seven minates.”
T guess for America this seemed extreme to some families and their friends;” admits Ann. "1
remember '\-|‘I1|.|i1lgl Charlotte into the corner of a restanrant L|i1|i|15 rosem &l e ¥ears riled, alfter
I had remimded her bwice met to touch her r'.lll-:r'!.' Posor Child! T didm't realize it was an oval
revona, as she tried unsuccessfully to And a corner. Tn their teens | think T was over-
|,1r|'||:|_'|'|i'..'|_' bk T skl think children need stracture and bouandaries. [ woubd Jdo
sk agakn in my next life but maybe without guite as much grounading.”

Ransam wears a mult-cakar
st print dress by Carclina
Hermers, 954 Madison Avenue,
212249 5552 Black Blazer with
Zmoperad Faur Lealher Dedail by |
Heart Ronzon, Svadabie at JCPenney,
jopcoim, Stendnal Mingudiere red clufch
hy Reace Hisdson, Avasllabbe at Barnays Mew
fork, ool Madizon Evenwe, 212 H2s BSH

Rings by Alizan Lau, Avadaale al Fiveilary, 18 sl
EALh Sireel, 212 ZBEAE38. RP 1B Gobd Owerlay 1D Bracelsl
iy & Dester-Janes Designe Swailable 3t Barneys New York

Obvioudy  there was method in the madness becanse
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mest edclusive circles in the fashion and social worlds without any sign of affectation. And Anns tight rein did liide o
I.I.ﬁl'l'lrll.'l'l her chiliren'’s artistic imnoatinm.

Fren groundings were an opportunity to encourage creativity, Charkotte boved to draw and sketch, so in order to be
un-gronmded, she was required to attend art classes and go o museams, usually with her twin sister in tow,

Maothing made Ann prouder than watching Charlotte develop her individuality and seeing her woung daughter hone her
talent for fadhbon. “Ar 3 Ve drs old she il]l.'-di.l.d.':-' liad an innate sense of eolar, ‘h:l-‘l'tél:jrig_ oVer [ ru'l:l-la.-nu itermis [ laid ont for her
with a different cobor, 1 lved o watch her amd say nol |1i.|1§," Anm hoasts. '.-‘!,[ﬁ Years l;ll-l.'l,:sl'p: Hill,ll 'Hnmm’!,t, when 1 ETOW up
Twoubd like to design material and frocks” She loved o style her clothes with a stitch or a ribbon to make it more original.
Then the outfit all made sense, She has an amazging eye for design.”

Chadotte recalls her first styling experiences being in her mother’s closet, whers she would sneak in and play dress-up
CHF ||=||'\- Ann |'\-i\'.L: her ourfits to ot anet i 1 went tl:lmug,l'l a ph:m:' when all 1y friends and | swanted ws fo dress the same”
Charbotte remembers, "But my mother taught me that its really important to make something your own
and give off your own fair. She has such great styde and onby had fun, colorful pleces.

I cidnt start wearing hlack until a tnup'le ol Vears agn hecanse it
seemied so serious, T8 was something you wore o

bat mitzvahs and funesals” . ;:If Cﬂll J[he
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amd creativity were more  than  just

admired. She was also told to do something about it by getting

ivedvied and figuring out bow o make her dreams come true. She explored her

interest in fashiom with internships at Harpers Hazaar, Rolling Stome and Cynthia Bowley and, while

studving at WYL in 2000, launched her line C. Ronson from her mother's bathroom. She used the tub o dye and re-work

vintage 1shirts nte stylishly grungy creations that she shopped from store to store, earning hersell a clientele and soon
launching a complete line,

“Td b e liex u]\artl:llc:u.t. amd it looked like 3 FedEx tornsdo lad e off becaise there were towers of FedEx haxes,
where she was personally shipping all of her orders tooall of these different stores around America,” Mark reminisces, Fy
2002, she had enough traction @ open a now-closed flagship store in Holita and in 2005 she rebramded her line Charlotte
Rrinsoin, rr-l'lrrling a more mature asshetic,

At 36 vears old, nearly 14 vears after making her first t-shirts, Charlotte presides over 2 world that includes women's wear,
shoses anad ||.a|:||l|:|u5:- carrted in more than a dofen countries, and a separale line for IEPE:II.I.I:":.-T, I 'Heart' Rastisan.

Baoth lines feature casy, wearable dresses and separates designed to transition from day @0 night, including her signature
“ditry floral” dresses that Charlotte considers & wardrobe staple, espesialby when paired with a leather jacket. The clothes
ars I'|irl:.-'1.'.'1!|1 a Iongue-in :h-eek._g'lrl'!.' gi.rl meels I.qmbrr}' atfitude that lets Lt lemovir these are oatfils ]mu'n- meant o have
fun in. But the contemporary Charlotte Ronson line has grown up into more 2 more clevated line, while 1-°Heart” Ronson
fills the needs of more trend -driven, fast-fashion custamers, mudh as C. Bonson did.

Seguin and jeweled dress and
gald plabed earrimngs wilh s=d
mesaic by Dales & Gabbana.

Bypdilabile at select DG Bautigues.,
12 1L, DCLISA, dalceganbsna. it
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The success of the bramd and its aesthetic ultimately comes back oo Charotte herself, whose personal soyle screams downtown New York
- coenl kil “Shes r||l.1.'.'|:r'1. been my hl:.-‘l:- Hnl.";.:.}'s. friend and I"q:].'fr.uf editor-al |r|r_§:- Mami Stahl. 71 ke how she wears clodhes, wery haohin ek
chic. Her collection totally capiures her style vibe”
Although, beginning with the Fall 2003 collection, Charlotte switched o a presentation format {71 get 1o talk to people insteasd of

y  watching on'a screen backstage”). her fashion shows have been ome of the hottest tickets at New York Fashion Week for years, both for the
clothes and the general hipness of the vibe.

Samantha lends her musical talents each season, taking Chadotte’s inspirations and translating them into a soundirack that viewers
and bloggers regularky obsess over. And the audience over the years has been a testament g0 Charlottes tremendous support among
infhuencers of all kinds, Show-goers regularly include mainstream celebrities like Paula Patton, LeAnn Kimes and Mandy Moore; edgy
girls like Peaches Geldof, Kelly Osbowrme and Ellie Goulding: and socialites like Byrdic Bell, Eani Gugn:lmnnu anad Shoshanna Lonstein
Gruss, To sum it ip, Charbotte Ransan and her line are :.i.u:pl}r el

"Charlotte was born cool)’ says best friend Shoshanna, whe was a classmate at Manhattan’s elite nﬁvlng}mngalf Schiool and collaborates
with Charlotte on a capsube swimwear collection under her label Made With Love. “Some people § I'Ia:'i'l! lhaf‘lhlng amd Charlotte las
it in spades, She’s gt the gorgeous hair and skin, and she throws on cothes, and they [ook just right, without booking like she tried. Tve
always admired Charlotte’s casy way”

“1 never want to kool like T tried too hand” Charlotie AiLys, hl:lrhul.l'lg off the undentable facr thar ler .*\.I.':_i':h:' is a5|1i:r|:|l 2§ ]W' WeHTen
all pwver the world. Tosday she is wearing short, cuffed denim shorts paired with a chambray button-up featuring cute
cit-caits aFound the neck. amd cap-toed oxfond s—oompletely characteristic of her seemingly unstudied
mix o feminine and masculine,

“Charlotte’s line is a perfect extension of her personal stvle, Tts a little bit

tewmbey, a lintle bit gicly, a little bit bolsemian, a little bit sexy il ':lﬂ“"!l

and totally cool, just like my best pal Charlotte ! ,Jrllcl"ll' "J[If'l.'l.l'l.- 1";—_-1 ! V-
Ronson.’ Shoshanna says, . -i,‘ sl gl ti= Wi :jiﬂd 5 1S
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ome built on a mysterious, magnetic e me seis guar that radiates
within. Although she may seem outwardly aboof, it doesin't take an observer long
that beneath the killer hair and r];rir wardrohe isa rare hin-rr'ri.l:.r.aml '\-||."I1hi|i'|'it:.' Hrarﬂ.‘mih'!,' ml‘p[l:,_;lu -
her time to get to know people but stands by these close to her, “Loyal,” “kind” and “compassionate” are descriptors li'nt ol up
repeatedly among friends.

Family clearby comes first for Charbotte, who talks about her parents and si fr:quv:nli‘rtu.d. warmhy. “Shes by far the most family-
centrig of all the children and always sending around photos from when we m " Mark says. “Everybody is spread out and all over
the place and she always makes the «fort to bring us together” E o

Her relationship with Samantha is particalarhy special. “We'Te not mm. if'}im punch me, she'll fed it, or we would have been
]'-I.I.IILII.iI:IE olrseves Erl:n-'l-.'i.l 1 IJ]'A:- Charlotte jokes. "Eu‘tﬂé’i‘&dﬁﬁﬂl‘t&h’ :l:lp-‘.-r-dllp-él‘d]ﬂ anad esch otlher's best friend” Samantha eomciirs:

“It's impossible to put inte words the bond we share, but T unsqr}-un-shuuld all be very jealous”

T beer free time, Charbotte may attend many a red carpet and will hit a club wh:re I}u'ﬂit.:r m&phlﬁumg but she prefers relaxing with
friends, scrapbnoking and visiting mussums to nightchibs and parties. El'-HE.IlﬂE th' s:Tc has fillesd books with images that inspire
her—ripping pictures out of magazines and creating “inspiration books” around themes that may or may not eventually make their way
into s future collection. She also has a soft :.pl.l[ for having a gut‘rﬂ.ﬂfm i | E'lrt -wrenching movie.

T-c:-|.1l.1rl-'|1|'.'ﬁllltlc':- much -:-1rI|cr on, but T nmldnt imagine Imng ang.m-hc:rt else.’ E .
Introspective and self-aware when it comes to s she has evolved, Chacloite reflects: “Trn mao) - t'|.-|l steonger in who T am,
and I Lm'n-. 1--:|1~11 I want. T dtﬁ n|.t+:|*- WOTTY MAOTe. I:rn n-r:t as free, I've seen so much nﬂiﬁ.‘. gond amd '

o '-'l:" -liT-r"I I'I1|."|.‘I il:ll'llJ‘ orme bo Ilfl:" '||'l.11.l Ci I'I‘! i.'-k rnr il.'l}'| |'|1I.'Ig mnr:-

And there may be nothing cooler than making your dreams come true, +

Silk Tie @rocade Cul=0ul Dresd by Charlallz Ronsan. Avadable in Octaber gt Blu= & Cream, 1 Eil 1 Shresl, 212.533
rng by Anda Ko, Available at Jefrey New York, 449 West 149Eh Streel, 2122050272, Stud earrings by Alisan Lau. A,
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