Mgy mis

MOMMGIE
MGHTS
I IIFI 'IIFI!

the age

sttt enr
JUMH ™ DL CCHE

£ : =
L |III|'|'L::|I‘1|l:'-|;_-,|u':'

: MEG S
?“‘—n. G ST ARPT

i b pesive the
hp |n|;~||-_. Hill's

o ]




written by Buzanne Weinstock Klemn

phosographed by Keith Major stded 8 Rory MeDonough
hevir by Angelo David for Angelo David Haireare
mekeup fay Julie Tussey for Angelo David Salon / Dior Beauty
models Bvan Mertz + André Watson from Next Maodel Management

rf}qﬁ re the s Hry ’J{?&(A‘Jh cericd the (4 ff/:f#’fr“ ff felsl, f'f:.uﬂmﬁfr Hered thhe s j.r.f."rw-.u

i ;m”'—mdependent spirited and sassy. Created by illustrator Charles Dana Gibson
in the 1890s, the Gibson Girl was the early 20th century feminine ideal. In an ode to
the era and Gibson's glamorous creatures, we've recreated some of his wickedly funny
illustrations from the period with Bill's interior designer Meg Sharpe.
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greal restaerant b a kit like a perfect
recipe: a carcful melding of food, décor, crowd, senvioe and
bz, and then just a little something extea, all served up in
perfect harmony. With the opening of Bil's, John Delucie
once again proves he's the master of this secret sance,

“lohn has a gitt in knowing what people want out of a
dining experience.” says fashion designer Rachel Roy, “He
is great at balancing that iconic New York fecl with what
praple are wanting to sat and drink now”

Bill's was once o ravcous Prohibition-cra speakeasy
that evolved into a Mew York institution where a drunken
night was considered a rite of passage 1o many, However,
the 1830s townhouse has been given a new lease on life,
as Mew Yorks hot new bar and restanrant, on 54th Strest,
where pven Miduswn-averse diners are 1.I'Ekk.irl_!... to iry 1o
snaga takbe,

A destination For snabbish foodies this most :r::'l!u.inl:,'
is nod. The menu at Bill's, put together by executive chef
Jason Hall, is elevated all-American bar and grill cuisine.
The real draw is Delucies near-magical ability to deliver
the most genuinely enjovable of dining experiences. This
is & skill he has developed over many years, working in
kitchens around Mew York City, but particulacly dur-
i the time he spent as both fewnding chel and partner
alomgside Vasdty Fair editor Graydon Carter, at the nearky
rythical Waverly [nn. There, the unpeetentious food,
warm ambdance, powerhouwse crowd and unlisted number
rvade the restaveant one of Mew Yorks most lusted-after
reservations, The Waverly also elevated DicLucie to celeb-
rity chef statws.

When DeLuocie parted ways with that establishment
and opened The Lion in 2000, with partners Scan Largotta
and Mark Amadei. the crowds and hype followed, with an
enthusizem normally reserved for musicians and movic
stars, The some mania occurred when he opened Crown
the following vear, and Bill's this past Movember. The com-
pany is called Crown Hospitality Group, Delucie insists
that celebrities have little to do with the success of his
restanrants, But it certainly doesn't hurt that the partners
have hasted the biggest names on the planet. including
Karl [.ug-:rrell.l. E;w:.rne.-:l:h Paltrowe, [Demi Moore and scores
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of others. Mor dees Delucie’s own growing reputation and
charm a.]'.u,:'il'rhg brew: “]nhn's p:rsnnnlil}' i% |-u.':," ~Everynne

likes him," says fashion designer and self-professed fan
Micale Miller. "His unigque take on food, interesting bat
not too strange, coupled with the great ambience he
ull.ﬂr:.lﬁ crembes, makes [or a winning combination”

s u.-:lual]:r n'.luil:u ﬁi:nph:. e Luicie |:|u:|n|.1|'!.l akierts. The
formula is about putting the customer first, a seemingly
obvious approach vet one that is actually cather care in the
ego-driven Mew York restaurant scene. "We think abow
what the customer likes, how they want to be greeted,
what they wint 10 eal, where they want to sit and how they
feel when they walk through the space” says DeLucie.

cLucie has a gift bor sizing wp the cdientels
in a neighborhood—one in this case hemy on high-pow-
ered executives and those aspiring to that position, He then
gives them exactly what they want. “In the long run, after
the hype dies down, we hope to be a great neighborhoaod
place where you can go get a burger and a beer or drink a
fantastic Barolo and eat a gnarly porterhoese steak,”
Delucie says, “Hills will be the type of place” he adds,
“where the bartender recalls that Y p'rJ:F:r RBordeaux and
the wailer rermembears that e like wisur sbeak rare”
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DeTcie. “We wanted it to be a e mferlcalile,

“lohn understands that hospliality goes far beyond
physical sustenance,” savs celebrity party planner Bronson
van Wyck, whe has hosted numerous events at Deluckss
restaurants. “You're cocooned from the second you walk
in the deor by a world created just to please you,” Van
Wheck savs, “And its a wonderful world: searm and inat-
ing. covered in velvet that’s worn until it glistens; brass thar
looks like it hasn't been polished since the last wars and the
best restanrant lighting in New York City”

Décar plays a key role in establishing the tone at each
of DeLucies character-rich restaurants, sot inside land-
mark buildings from the turn of the 2ith century—and
Rill’s is na ::l;-l;l:lﬂ'il,‘ll.‘l.

eg Shurl}e. e of Mew Yorks
hottest up-and-coming interior designers, is therefore a
key part of the team. Born and raised im San Francisco,
Sharpe was a professional ballerina until a car accident al-
tered her path in life. After studving histary of art at the
University of York in the United Kingdom, and receiving
a master's degree in design at the University of Califor-
nia- Los Angeles, she landed a coveted job with deslgn
loon Kelly Wearstler. However, Sharpe had dreams of New
York, and a “dream job” in intcrmational store develop-
micnk at Ralph Lavren finally got her there.

“1 thought it was very Sex and the City of me, but [
would 2o to dinner om miy own and checke oot cool spots”
Sharpe remembers, One of those restaurants happensd to
be a {(now closed) West Village restaurant called Charles
owned by Sean Largotta, Largotta befriended her, and it
wasn't long before she became fast friends with Amadei
and Delucie as well,

Saon after, when DelLucie and his partners set oot o
open he Linn, I:hr.].' hitan earl:r snag, T I‘.“;!:r' ware inlerview
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ing the l;l:'l'l."sﬂ_:-]'.- -rl-m:ign firms hut could not find amyone o
capdure theeir vision of the West ".-'ilhse Space, "[}:sign:'r:.
like to design, so they come back with designs and we
didr’t want it designed!™ says Deluoce. "We wanted it to be
a comfortable, lovely place to go eat a hamburger”

In (rusration, Deloce, Largodta wd Ammadei torned
to their friend Sharpe, who threw together some tear
sheets o help with their next meeting, and the guys were
s0 blown away they decided o look no further. Afier a
bit of cajoling, Sharpe agreed to design The Lion as a side
project to her day job (she has started her own Gem, Meg
Sharpe Interioes), and the rest is histoey, The four have
becomie a self-described “dysfunctional funily” who travel
the world together and lovingly fight over decorating each
restaurant, all in the interest of making the space the best
it can b,

With Bills, Sharpe was tasked with deing justice to
the bulldings heritage and charm while updating it for
a madern clientele. The final result of the Bill's renovs-
tion is & warm and comfortable three-story space that
frels like it never could have existed any other way, “The
biggest compliment you can cver get in terms of doing a
place like this is that no one can figure out exactly what
you did,” savs Amadei,

The narrew stairs creak atmaospherically as you ascend
them, and the walls are adorned with an eclectic mix of
art, mirrors, maps and just a touch of faxidermy, inchad-
ing a billy goat nicknamed Bill, who keeps watch over the
e from a cormer baath,

It John Delucies fanciful, ntastic world, and there’s
novwhere diners would rather e+

O My Shanpe, right;
Black ard whitn ross
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