Bringing Sexy Back: Our Favorite GUESS

Bombshells

A retrospective of 20 of the sexiest sirens ever to grace the small screen, big screen, and
computer screen

By Suzanne Weinstock | November 16, 2010 1:00 p.m
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THE BOMB SQUAD

A bombshell, above all, is
jaw-droppingly sexy. But we're not
talking about the waifs fashion often
loves. No, no. You will not see Kate
Moss or Twiggy in these slides. A
bombshell is curvaceous in all the right
places and not afraid to show it off.
She takes pleasure in being
provocative. She has a sparkle in her
eye and a confidence in her step
because she knows the effect she has.
When a bombshell walks into a room,
the reaction is, of course, explosive.
Here are 20 prime examples of women
who have worked their magic, from the
golden age of Hollywood to today.
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MARILYN MONROE

Jean Harlow may have been the
original bombshell but Marilyn Monroe
is the most iconic. Her image was
simultaneously sexy and childlike
Monroe's high-pitched voice and
carefully curated dumb-blonde
persona were paired with an intense
sexuality and the most celebrated
curves of any bombshell. Monroe
started acting and modeling in 1946
but she didn't become a superstar unti
the 1950s for films like Gentlemen
Prefer Blondes (1853), The Seven
Year Itch (1955)—including the
famous scene in which her skirt is
blown up while standing over a
grate—and Some Like It Hot (1959)
which is still widely considered one of
the best films ever made. The entire
nation lusted after her and Monroe
married three times: James Dougherty
when she was only 16, baseball great
Joe DiMaggio in 1954 and then
playwright Arthur Miller in 1956. But
her most famous affair was with
President John F. Kennedy. Her last
major public appearance was a sultry
rendition of *Happy Birthday, Mr.
President" for her lover in a clingy
white dress by Jean Louis so famous
that it sold for $1.26 million in 1999
She met a tragic death suspected to
be at her own hand at 36-years-old but
her image and career is the most
celebrated of all the bombshells.
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BLAKE LIVELY

Blake Lively is a golden girl in both
Hollywood and the fashion industry.
Professionally she's graduated from
family-friendly good girl in Sisterhood
of the Traveling Pants (2005) to being
Gossip Girl's resident sex kitten and
on the red carpets she's become every
designer's favorite mannequin.
Discussion about her fashion choices
as well as how they display her
admirable physical assets (yes, we're
talking about her always-on-display
breasts) explode after every red carpet
appearance.
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BETTIE PAGE

Bettie Page is the unchallenged queen
of pin-up. She was a free spirit with an
open, unabashed sexuality during the
repressive 1950s. Her notorious
curves caught the attention of S&M
photographer Irving Klaw in 1951 who
made her the "Queen of Bondage."
She moved into more mainstream
pin-up modeling but it's the fetish
photographs that made her an
underground star. Page was rarely
seen without a cropped top or bikini
revealing her tiny 23 inch waist and
was always pictured with short, thick,
black bangs and a sweet, inviting
smile. After only six years in the public
eye, Page disappeared, her
whereabouts unknown until the 1990s.
But her pin-up pictures have inspired
aspiring bombshells ever since.
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DITA VON TEESE

Burlesque star Dita von Teese, born
Heather Sweet, has brought pin-up
glamour back with a vengeance. As an
18-year-old stripper she decided to
develop a creative, retro act. She then
transitioned into fetish modeling as a
"tightlacer,” someone who wears
corsets for long periods of time to
make their waist smaller. Von Teese
can now get her 22-inch waist down to
a minute 16 inches. As a burlesque
dancer, Von Teese "puts the tease
back in striptease,” doing elaborate
1930s and 1940s inspired routines.
The bombshell's most famous dance
involves stripping down to a glittery
thong and pasties before slipping into
a giant martini glass.
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JEAN HARLOW

Jean Harlow was the original
bombshell. She shot to fame in 1930
after a performance in the movie Hell’s
Angels so sexy that censors cut 30
minutes from the film in its original
British release. Harlow uttered the
famous line *Would you be shocked if |
put on something more comfortable?”
before entering her bedroom and
dropping her robe to reveal a slinky
backless dress. Three years later
Harlow starred in the film Bombshell,
loosely based on her life. Although she
died tragically young at 26, Harlow’s
unapologetic sexuality and platinum
blond locks became the prototype for
bombshells to come, particularly a
young girl named Norma Jeane Baker.
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SALMA HAYEK

Many modern bombshells are both
beauties and businesswomen. Spicy
Mexican actress Salma Hayek started
out as a telenovela star who broke into
the US market starring opposite
Antonio Banderas in Desperado
(1995) before taking sexy roles in
blockbusters like Dogma (1999) and
Wild Wild West (1999). The curvy
Latina took control of her career the
same year by founding her own
production company and has put out
passion projects like the critically
acclaimed Frida (2002) as well as the
successful prime time TV show Ugly
Betty. After marrying billionaire
Francois-Henri Pinault in 2009 and
giving birth to her first child in 2008,
Hayek has largely remained behind
the scenes, although her occasional
cleavage-heavy red carpet
appearances still send out media
shock waves.
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BRIGITTE BARDOT

French bombshedl Brigitte Bardot s the
great 19508 sex umen. Her sensuality
WaSs masmernzing. She was an inatant
sensation whan sha stamad in
thenhusband Roger Viidm'™s Slm

And God Creatad Woman (1956)
Bargot gancing wiki and barefoot on a
tablatop s ona of the mast anctic
scones in the history of cnoma, And
the bikinis she woee in her films are
credited with populanzing e
bathing-sult style. Evon though her
English was imitod, shoe was o
phenomenon In the US as well as
France. Her iImage was 0 in cemand
that papamazl dotumantad har avory
move, Athough commaon oday, Bardol
was tha first celabenty 10 be hounded
by photographers in her dally ife. She
retied from im shor®y before tuming
40 but went out with @ bang by
celebratng her bimhday with a spread
In takan Flaybay.

Ho
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SCARLETT JOMANSSON

Many DomBshols have canefully
crafed thel look but pert of Scariett
SJONENSSON § apPed I8 N3t sNe s
offiortiess. Woody Alen has calod et
CAMnaly sexy” DUt JORBNSSON rejects
Owls and gyms and s usually Casua
and withou! make-up In her dady e
Her naturgl Curves and sensuaity
makd her n-oemand 10 take ON Saxy
staming roles in Lost in Translation
(2003), Vicky Christing Barcelona
(2008), and Madch Foint (2009). Some
bormtisholls are bormn not made
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AVA GARDNER

Wild-child bombshell Ava Gardner built
her career playing temptresses and
seductive heroines like Spanish
dancer Maria Vargas in The Barefoot
Contessa (1954). It wasn't so different
from her personal life, which was filled
with endless parties and violent, rocky
romances with men who couldn’t resist
her. She married Mickey Rooney and
Artie Shaw before her third and final
marriage to Frank Sinatra. People
magazine called the stormy
relationship between Gardner and
Sinatra one of the "Romances of the
Century." She was on and off with
billionaire Howard Hughes for 20
years. Hughes once dislocated her jaw
and she nearly killed him with an
ashtray. Later in life she moved to
Spain and took bullfighter Luis Miguel
Dominguin as a lover. The ultimate
femme fatale.
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MEGAN FOX

Mogan Fax's look s ol vieon. Her
biack hair and light ayes are
rominscont of Eizaboeth Tayior bl
WIth & raw sexuaiity that has men
Mpping over theer 1eal. Othar than hes
role in the Transformeny movies, Fox's
fims Nave been DOx-OMce NCOS DUt it
hasnt dinmeod her star ong bit. Mer
MESMerizing 0oks and uUIageously
bluni commaents 10 the media about
SAX S8SSure this domdanall s hare 10
ury

o2t
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JOSEPHINE BAKER

Josephine Baker is the ultimate
embodiment of bombshell brazenness.
The American-born performer became
an instant sensation in Paris, where
she was known for her erotic dancing
and appearing nearly naked onstage.
Her iconic costume for the Danse
Banane was little more than bananas
strung around her waist and a bra.
Later in her career she tended to be
accompanied onstage by her pet
cheetah Chiquita, who wore a
diamond collar. During World War Il
she was an informant for the French
Resistance and later fought
segregation stateside, becoming the
first African-American woman to star in
a major movie and perform in a mixed
concert hall. Baker was one of the
sexiest women to ever break barriers.
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HALLE BERRY

Hallky Beorry's e s o bombshell began
in e pageant world. in 1385 she won
the Mss Tean All-American Pageant
Men HeCame rRINNer up N Miss LUSA
before boing a Miss Waord contestant
and coming In SXIN. Her acting career
i divided between fims that show off
hor acting chops ke hor Oscar
winning role in Momrster's BaV (2001)
and roles that show off her kiler body
She emerged from the ocean In a
bikini with o knio for the James Band
fick Dve Ancther Day (2002), went
topless in Swovafiah (2001) and
gonned spandex 1or the X-Men Micks
and Cotwornan (2004)
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SOFHIA LOREN

Sophia Loren is the most fermous
Italkan bombshell, The Romea-bom
acyess broka out in the fim The Gold
of Napies (1854) and crogsed over ¥
the LIS in 1987, Her voluptuous figure
bocame as famous as her lims. Even
a1 76-years-olg, she aways appears
with ovariowing cleavage. ‘Everymhing
you s6e | owe %0 spaghetti,” Loren is
famously quotad a8 Saying. Lomnn
withdrow from Mallywood amund 1880
but reemerged s a sex symbol in
1995 n the movie Grumpier Oid Men.
In 2007, she 00K her clotheas off for
the famous Pireli calendar proving
that some bombshels am simply sexy
forreeyr
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KIM KARDASMIAN

Kim Kardashian shot (o fame based on
e more than hes sexy figure
parcyiany har andrmous, gravity-
delying rear end that she's shown off
in Mayboy and n he pages of
numerrous magazines. A leaked sex
tape in 2007 that showed it off oiant
hun eithar. Today, the bombshal is a
Ni-Necged supersiar, leveraging hes
SARGMINACY I0OKS N0 A CArMar a8 A
model, actress, produocer and reality
TV star,
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ELIZABETH TAYLOR

Elizabeth Taylor oozes glamour. She
enlerad the pudic eye when she was
10 in tha fiim One I8 Bom Every
Minute (1942) and was a Nlk-Nedged
star by 1861 when A Place in the Sun
was roleasad. With jed-biack hair, violol
eyes and & regal demeanor, the
Englsh-American actress was the
opposite of Marilyn Manroe, but har
baauty was sl as highly In demand.
In 1560, Taylor became tho works's
highost pakd actress (o dato when she
signed & $1 milion contract o star in
Claoparra 83 the 1amous deauty.
Off-screen she famously mamed and
Gscanrded seven mean ncuding
Richard Burtaon, her co-stie in 11
movies, who she divarced nol once
but twice, Burton famously gave Taylor
some of the workd's most famous
Jewalry iInCiuding the 33-Carat Krupp
Diamond and tha tamous G8-cart
Burton Cartier Dlamand. Even o
T8.yoars-old, her striking appearance
creates a sor
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CRYSTAL RENN

Crystal Renn has brought curves back
10 e runway, Sample size for runway
mogels has dwindled 10 a slze OVZ, bua
size-12 Renn has nonatheless crossed
aver from plus-se modeding into the
malnstroam. She walks runways and
Appears in campaigns for designers
ke Jaan Paut Gaultler and Chana
and regularly appears in tha word's
mast prastigious lasheson magazines
Mor curves ane 50 highly prized by hor
public that weight loss from & new
WOFKOUL routne recantly creatac an
outcry for har 10 stay NE-figured, Renn
IS proving that there's room for
bombishells in the fshion Indusiry, oo

RAQUEL WELCH

The paster for One AMlon Yoors 8 C
{ 1588) secured Ragquel Welch's
bombshell status. The image of Weich
SLAnorg in an animai-skin bikini
craated an uproar, A year laler she
played lust itsell In Bedazzied. Flayboy
namod hor the "Most Desind Woman®
of the 18705 whon she wos on the
cover in 1979, Weich became a major
figure In the 1960s fitnass craze and
her figure was &0 lixated upon that she
Btied her autoblography Soyond tho
Cloavage. Like Loren, her boauty has
proves tmeless. Weich became one of
MAC cosmetics’ beauty loons in 2007
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CHRISTINA HENDRICKS

Christingn Hendricks's bodadous
curves on 60s-era TV show Mad Men
have sat off 8 mania in the fashion
workd 1or curvier bodies and the
clothas that compiamant them. Tha
wavivirvoom redhead was shocked
by the attenton her body got not to
manson e compameantary
comparnsons 1o Marilyn Monroa, Her
Obivicusness 10 how saxy sha 15 acds
o tho cham, "It might sound silly,” she
sad 1o New York magazino, “but |
dian't realize | was so different.” The
poster child for sexy curves canainly
reaizes now!
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AISHWARYA RAI

Alstrwarya Ral, known for her striking
blue-green eyes, has ofien been caled
the most baawidul woman in the wornd
Sha rose to fame in 1984 as Miss
World and then as a modal for Popsi
She became & huge star in Bollywood
and is one of the only Incian stars ©
Cross over 1o tha ULS. In 2002, her fim
Devdas became the most successiul
fim In Ballywood histary, braaking
box-0fcn rocords In both Indla and
the U.S,, and 1 was the first Bollywood
piciure 10 ever recaive a special
screaning at the Cannes Fim Festival
Sha was the first choica 10 play Jane
in Mr. and Mrs. Senith, aver Angoding
Jola, bul lumoed doan the rolo
because of schecuing conflices,
BOMEthing cnly a8 ue combsanhall could
boasl.
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ANNA NICOLE SMITH

When Anna Nicole Smith replaced
Claudia Schi¥er a3 in Guess's loonic
jeans campaign in the eany '90s, it
was like the $acond coming of her Kol
Martyn Monroe. The former Flayboy
Plrymato of the Year's personal iifo
bociem: as sensabonal as hor persona
when, in 1594, she marriad aling
89-year-old ol tycoon J, Howard
Marshall, As the years went on,
Smith’s behavior became bizame, bul
hor role a5 a bombished was almady
safoly socunesd



